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worth the seat of the Duke of Devonshire/' and subsequently
at the Royal gardens at Kew.

Early in November of the same year, (1849,) the leaves of
the plant at Chatsworth were 4 feet 8 inches in diameter. A
child weighing forty two pounds was placed upon one of the
leaves which bore the weight well. The largest leaf of the
plant by the middle of the next month was five feet in diameter
with a turned up edge of from two to four inches. It then
bore up a person of 11 stone weight. The flat leaf of the
Victoria Kegia as it floats on the surface of the water, resembles
in point of form the brass high edged platter in which Hindus
eat their rice.

The flowers in the middle of May 1850 measured one foot
one inch in diameter. The rapidity of the growth of this plant
is one of its most remarkable characteristics, its leaves often
expanding eight inches in diameter daily, and Mr. John Fisk
Allen, who has published in America an admirably illustrated
work upon the subject, tells us that instances under his own
observation have occurred of the leaves increasing at the rate
of half an inch hourly.

Not only is there an extraordinary variety in the colours of
the several specimens of this flower, but a singularly rapid
succession of changes of hue in the same individual flower as
it progresses from bud to blossom.

This vegetable wonder was introduced into North America
in 1851. It grows to a larger size there than in England.
Some of the leaves of the plant cultivated in North America
measure seventy-two inches in diameter.

This plant has been proved to be perennial. It grows best
in from 4 to 6 feet of water. Each plant generally sends but
four or five leaves to the surface.

In addition to the other attractions of this noble Water Lily,
is the exquisite character of its perfume, which strongly resembles
that of a fresh pineapple just cut open.

* Leigh Hunt, in the dedication of Ms Stories in Verse to the Duke of
Devonshire speaks of his Grace as " the adorner of the country with beauti-
ful gardens, and with the far-fetched botany of other climates; one of whom
it may "be said without exaggeration and even without a metaphor, that his
footsteps may be traced in flowers,"